
Grandview-Woodland Area Council 
Public Meeting Notes, August 11, 2014 
 
Jill Kelley, Board President, Reach Clinic 
 
Reach  Clinic, begun in 1969, is one of the oldest community health centres in BC, serving 
patients in an area from Clark to Boundary, waterfront to 49th Avenue.  
Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) funds medical services for patients living in the area from the 
waterfront to Broadway. 
 
The Reach board is composed of representatives from the community. The clinic offers multi-
disciplinary care including medical, dental, pharmacy counselling and multicultural family 
services. They are currently considering offering a walk –in clinic and services for patients with 
diabetes and chronic anxiety and depression as well as adding a social worker to the team. 
 
VCH states that 5% of patients are vulnerable and have complex unmet needs. Reach sees 15- 
20% of patients in this category. Reach wants to meet the needs of people not meeting the VCH 
definition for eligibility for multi-disciplinary care. 
 
Reach board is concerned that fee-for-service model won’t meet the needs of this 15-20% and 
believes BC needs more of their model of community centred multi-disciplinary medical clinics, 
not fewer. 
 
Reach will be undergoing renovations to the building which will require a temporary relocation. 
 
The Reach AGM will be held September 25 at 5:30pm. They are currently looking for 
nominations for their board. The guest speaker at the AGM will be Dr Gary Block who will 
discuss his Toronto clinic’s approach of treating poverty as an illness. 
 
 
Merry Wood, Nurse-Practitioner, Save Mid-Main Steering Committee Spokeswoman 
 
Mid-Main is similar to Reach but half its size. Ms Wood was working for VCH when community 
clinics were developed in the 90’s and in 2014 she is working to save this model of healthcare 
delivery. 
 
Five of these clinics have already or will lose funding: Pine, Pacific Spirit, Mid-Main, South and 
Evergreen clinics. All but Mid-Main have no community boards. Boards allow communities to 
have some input into the services provided. Mid-Main had lost its nurse-practitioner and 
pharmacist. In October they will be reduced to a skeleton administrative staff. 
 
VCH states that the Province has directed them to serve the 5% of vulnerable, homeless 
patients who require complex care. To do this within their budget limits, VCH will drain funding 



from the community based clinics an divert it , and the other clinics’ patients meeting the criteria, 
to Ravensong Clinic which will expand services and stay open 24/7. 
Three hundred of Mid –Main’s 6,000 patients will transfer to Ravensong, leaving 5,700 patients 
in need of fee-for-service doctors. 
 
Mid-Main needs support from the wider community to convince VCH and the Province to modify 
their plans. The Save Mid-Main committee is attempting to schedule a meeting with the Ministry 
of Health to ask them to reverse their policy of imposing fee-for-service health care without 
regard to the social determinants of health. 
 
Go to savemidmain.ca to sign a petition to save community clinics. 
 
 
Announcements 

• Artful Sundays: in the Napier Greenway Sundays during August 
 

Community Issues and Concerns: 
• A resident of Hastings-Sunrise expressed interest in GWAC expanding into their area 

because there is currently no active residents association. The most active group has 
been based on saving and improving Hastings Park. Eileen explained that GWAC ‘s 
boundaries are historical and defined in our Constitution. If there is interest in starting a 
group in H-S, GWAC would be able and willing to assist with information and support. 

• Britannia’s Renewal will be on the Capital Plan section of the municipal ballot. It is 
essential that information about this initiative be well publicized in the next few months 
and the Britannia Board will be working on this. 

 
Next GWAC Meeting: Monday, September 8th at 7pm. 
 
 
 


