
GWAC PUBLIC MEETING 

September 10, 2018 

Learning Resource Centre 

Meeting Commenced at 7:06 pm 

D. Cromie welcomed the attendees, introduced members of the GWAC Executive, 
and explained the evening’s agenda. He went on to list upcoming neighbourhood 
meetings and events of interest. 

East Van Votes (EVV): Created by the groups listed below with the intention to 
raise voting percentage from 48% (5th in City) to 60%. The group’s mandate is to 
inform people about the upcoming election: where to vote, how to vote, questions 
to ask. At polling stations, a randomized ballot will be difficult for people, so 
group members will encourage people to prepare “cheat” sheets prior to the vote, a 
process which ought to create more informed voters than in past elections. 

East Van Vote partners who will help prepare for All Candidates Meeting, 
Britannia, October 1st, include: 

• Aboriginal Life Enhancement in Vancouver Society (Alive) 
• Britannia Community Services Centre Society 
• East Van Seniors 
• Eastside Family Place 
• GWAC 
• Innercity Safety Society  
• Kettle 
• Penny Street 
• Ray Cam Community Assn 
• Grandview Heritage Group 
• Britannia Neighbours 

All Candidate Meeting Dates: 

Saturday, Sept. 29th, 11- 3 pm, Britannia Gym (Park and School Boards) 

Monday, Oct 1st, 7-9 pm, GWAC/Britannia Gym – (Mayor and Council)  

Wednesday, Oct 3rd, 6-9 pm, Ray Cam – (Mayor and Council) 

Friday, Oct 12th, 6- 9 pm. Evening party at Astorino’s (Park and School Boards) 



Lunch and dinners will be provided at events to be held in the Britannia 
Gymnasium. GWAC will co-host one event, on October 1st, and provide the emcee 
that night. GWAC members will volunteer at the other events. The EVV plans to 
make the candidates accountable by recording their answers at the World Café 
format meetings. 

Open House, Tuesday, Sept. 11th, 5-8 pm, Britannia Secondary School 
Cafeteria (1001 Cotton Drive). Rezoning Application. 1535-1557 Grant Street 
The applicant team and City staff will be on hand to take comments and to answer 
questions.  

D. Cromie invited Rob Fisher of BWARG to make a brief presentation about their 
efforts regarding the proposed rezoning of 1535-1557 Grant Street from RM-4 
(Multiple Dwelling) District to CD-1 (Comprehensive Development) District. The 
proposal consists of a 6-storey (market rental) residential building over one level of 
underground parking and includes: 

• 38 secured market rental housing units; 
• a floor area of 2,732.4 sq. m (29,411.3 sq. ft.); 
• a floor space ratio (FSR) of 2.25; 
• a building height of 19.7 m (64.6 ft.); and 
• 23 parking spaces (including one car share).  

This application is being considered under the Grandview-Woodland Community 
Plan. 

BWARG Update: Urban Design Panel said the project does not fit, so proposal 
has been sent back to the drawing board. BWARG has done its best to inform 
neighbours and other residents about this proposal, and has sent messages to 
various media outlets (i.e. Georgia Straight.) to inform them of the next open 
house. BWARG is fighting hard, for this proposal if approved will have massive 
impact on the future of their neighbourhood and likely on others in the city. 
Heritage houses on this street (1908) are at risk. 

Parking will be another issue. The City counts the car share space five (5) spaces, 
so only 18 spaces must be provided by the developer. Street parking spaces will be 
under pressure now.  

Community First Update: The CF group has launched an information website, 
and they have begun to focus on the reduction of detox facilities across the city 
they know of two 25-bed facilities being closed). The 1st and Clark proposal has 



seen some modifications (McLean and Clark setbacks increased and, more 
parking). This facility will be the only sobering centre in the city and is in close 
proximity to vulnerable communities (within three blocks of indigenous housing, 
schools, and seniors’ housing). This proximity is a major concern for the CF group. 

This part of the meeting was interrupted several times by an attendee who 
demanded to know what GWAC has been doing about the Detox, Wellness, and 
Social Enterprise Centre proposed at 1st Ave and Clark Drive. This person asked 
whether GWAC had surveyed local businesses and residents, insisting that if it had 
not, GWAC was not following its own constitution. 

D. Cromie explained that the Executive is fulfilling the GWAC mandate: to 
“promote fact-finding surveys and studies of Grandview-Woodland’s community 
needs and problems” (i.e. GWAC does not actually have to conduct the surveys 
itself) and to inform GW residents about issues that may affect them. With regard 
to the Detox Centre proposal, GWAC Executive members have been carrying out 
their constitutional duties: writing letters, producing monthly newsletters, 
maintaining a webpage, meeting with concerned citizens, and taking part in 
community events at which opinion are gathered and facts shared.  D. Cromie 
encouraged citizens to write their own letters, for they are taken seriously by City 
Hall.    

Motion of Non-Confidence: No seconder. Motion withdrawn. Speaker out of 
order, leaves the meeting. 

The meeting moved on the main event of formulating questions for the Mayor and 
Council, Park Board, and School Board candidates in the upcoming municipal 
election (October 22, 2018). All Candidates Meetings will be held throughout 
October prior to the elections. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 


