
Grandview-Woodland Area Council 
Notes from the Public Meeting Monday, September 8, 2014 
 
Britannia Renewal Plans: Cynthia Low and Susanne Dahlin 

• History: Britannia was designed in 1976 and has grown into a neighbourhood hub. Its 
success has increased demands on the facilities and for a while it has not had sufficient 
space. 

• Britannia needs redesign and renewal to meet changing neighbourhood needs for more 
and different spaces. For example, when the centre was built in 1976 the high school 
had 1,400 students and the community centre had 400 members. Today there are 600 
students and 4,000 members of Britannia centre. 

• Capital Plan for 2015-18 includes a proposed $25 million for Britannia. Up to $100 
million will be needed in multiple future plans. 

• The Brit Planning & Development Committee has produced a vision statement, renewal 
objectives and design principles. They want to consult the community on the form and 
function of the buildings. 

• Britannia needs a presence on Commercial Drive. Current location is too obscure.To get 
visibility Brit may need to have a defined entry in the Napier greenway, thru Grandview 
park or on a purchased existing shop on the Drive. 

• Objective is to get more space for art studios, performance centres, flexible multi- 
purpose rooms, improved fitness centre and a greener, more attractive site with no 
windowless walls. 

• The process is complex because the Britannia Community Services Society does not 
own anything on the site. The City will make decisions on building form and funding. The 
City owns the buildings, but they sit on School Board land. This complexity raises the 
issues of who will lead the decision making process and who will ultimately own and 
maintain the assets 

• Britannia’s strength is the ability to mobilize the local community. Mustinvolve community 
in consultation and get people to vote in favour of more funding for community centres in 
the municipal election. Britannia will be part of this funding, not a separate item. 

• In mid-September Brit will circulate a survey in the community to assess community 
needs and preferences. 

• Integrated service delivery sounds good in theory but is difficult in practice due to 
conflicts between bureaucracies. 

• Ellen Woodsworth pointed out the necessity to get a large number of people to speak at 
Council when the Brit proposal is discussed. She offers to assist with a social media 
campaign. 

• Susanne Dahlin suggested that this pre-election period is the best time to get candidates 
to commit to supporting Britannia. 

• Micah waskow asked what Britannia plans to do with the $25 million if it is provided. 
Cynthia said it would be used during a 10 year process to redesign the entire site, 
building facilities in priority order. 

• It has not been decided whether housing will be included, the survey will help determine 
that. The last survey rejected multi story housing but this is being revisited. 



• Ken Bain, retired Deputy Director of Finance for the City, is a local resident. His opinion 
is that Britannia’s last campaign failed because it presented a vision(“a dream”) that was 
generated locally without any prior consultation with the City, the VPL, the Park Board 
and City Planning.. That Capital Plan proposal was not well received. He believes the 
relationship between the City and Britannia is has been adversarial and this proposal 
must acknowledge the importance of the City, park Board, VPL and VSB. 

• Another key point is the connection between the Community Plan and the Britannia 
renewal proposal. The Britannia Plan won’t get rolling until 2015-16 if approved.  

 
Community Announcements: 

• GWAC has a community calendar open to all neighbourhood groups. which can be 
accessed through GWAC’s new website. 

• Reach Clinc’s AGM will be held on September 25th at 5:30pm at Reach. Guest speaker 
Dr Gary Block will speak on Treating Poverty. 

• Wednesday, September 10,Condon & Wozny talk at Astorino’s 
• Sunday, September 14, Cops, Kids & Commercial Drive event in Grandview Park 

OCTOBER 6th GWAC Meeting: 
First Hour: Community Policing: what it offers to our neighbourhood 
Second Hour: BC Hydro: presentation on transmission line from PoCo to Pt Grey. There are 
3 possible routes, it may be underground or overhead, and it may run through Grandview-
Woodland. 
Many questions were raised which may be answered by the BC Hydro representatives at 
the meeting. 
Monday, October 6, 7pm, Britannia LRC. 


