
 

 

GWAC Board Meeting Minutes & Public Meeting Notes 
Monday, March 7, 2014 
 
Present: Steve Anderson, David Parent, Vicki Scully, Micah Waskow, Craig Ollenberger, 
Monica Dare, Eileen Mosca, Dorothy Barkley, Sarah Fiorito 
Regrets: James Taylor-Irvine, Ryan Fergie 
 
Elections for Executive: 
President: Steve Anderson 
Vice President: James and Vicki are interested in this position. Election tabled until next 
meeting. 
Secretary: Eileen Mosca 
Treasurer: David Parent 
 
Committees were formed: 
Communications and Outreach: Ryan, Eileen, Micah, David 
Governance: Monica, Craig, Steve 
Transportation: Sarah, Dorothy, (non-director Richard Penneway) 
Arts and Culture: James, David 
City and Community Planning: Vicki, Craig, ( non-director: Bruce MacDonald) 
Other committees will be formed on an ad hoc basis as need arises. 
 
Committee structure: 
It was agreed we will try to broaden committee membership by inviting GWAC members 
to participate. One director will take the lead on each committee and develop a strategy 
for the year.  
 
Resignation: 
Jane McFadden's resignation: This was received with regret. There was a brief 
discussion of a replacement. The GWAC Constitution allows the current directors to 
appoint a replacement who can serve until the next AGM. Steve suggested that further 
discussion will be needed to decide on how to proceed. 
 
GWAC email: 
To reduce the current email burden which some directors are finding difficult to deal 
with, emails and links should be sent to the lead on the GWAC committee dealing with 
the topic. Lead will determine if they are of an urgent nature or of compelling general 
interest and circulate to all directors if appropriate. 
 
 
 
Coalition of Vancouver neighbourhoods(CVN): 



 

 

Dorothy volunteered to be GWAC rep at the Coalition of Vancouver Neighbourhoods. 
She states that this is a non-partisan group, with an education subcommittee which will 
serve as a resource for local residents associations.                                                 
At the next meeting Dorothy will report on CVN's priorities and we will discuss how 
GWAC wants to work with them.  
 
Board meetings:  
It was agreed that GWAC board meetings will be held from 6 to 7 on public meeting 
nights 
 
GWAC position on Citizens Assembly(CA): 
It was agreed we need a clear position on our website: GWAC supports a community 
led approach and advocates for full and comprehensive representation.  
We need to publicly clarify that GWAC is separate from the Citizens Assembly group. 
It is felt that that group is trying to shame the city, which is not necessarily a bad thing if 
it moves the City forward. Some GWAC Directors are not happy that the GWAC name is 
connected to the CA because the City should view them as 2 distinct groups with 
different goals. . A suggestion was made that we might approach Andrew Pask or 
others at City Hall to make it clear that GWAC is not associated with this and intends to 
remain apolitical and non-partisan.  
 
Structure of public meetings: 
Steve will chair, when topics relate to specific issues, lead directors on committee 
involved will chair that section of meeting. 
 
 
Metro Vancouver Alliance(MVA): 
David attended their inaugural meeting. Issues identified were isolation, poverty, 
affordable housing  
David suggested researching and possibly taking a position of the closure of the Lions 
Den seniors program, and writing a letter of support for the PHS(Portland Hotel Society). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Notes from The Grandview-Woodland Area Council (GWAC)'s Public Meeting, 
April 9, 2014 
 
Welcome: 
Steve Anderson introduced himself as new president and introduced the new GWAC  
directors and officers for 2014/15. He stated that the approach this year will be 
collaborative and non-hierarchical, with the goal of respecting and considering 
everyone's ideas. 
 
Voting question: Public meetings are open to all. The public can provide feedback in 
person, in writing or by email to the GWAC website. The Board considers this feedback 
prior to voting on issues that require decisions.   
 
Thanks were expressed for the energy and hard work contributed to GWAC during the 
past year by directors who have left the organization: Tom Durrie(present), Jak King and 
Ann Worrell. 
 
 
 
Brief history and Purpose of GWAC : 
GWAC began in 1964 as an organization of local service providers and morphed into a 
residents association when the Strathcona Freeway was proposed and defeated. 
Today GWAC is a forum where people can discuss local concerns and opportunities, 
and liaise with local governments. It is a free form group in many ways, allowing it to be 
responsive to a wide range of issues. 
 
People attending were invited to raise any issues of concern: 

• Sidewalk widths: Bruce MacDonald pointed out that sidewalk widths along 
Commercial north of First are in a sawtooth pattern, with some storefronts, 
Norman's for example, set back 7 ft. He suggests this allows for a lively, human 
scale streetscape. Last year the BIA suggested 'taking that strip back' and 
making all storefronts and sidewalks uniform. It was suggested that this would 
increase land value when sites were redeveloped. 

           Bruce proposed a Motion to object to this. The decision was that the GWAC  
Planning committee will research this and report back at the next meeting. 
 

• Appropriate Signage: some signage on the Drive has created concern and there 
was general discussion about what sort of signage is appropriate in light of 
community standards. It was decided that the Planning committee will look at 
existing sign Bylaws to see how such issues are currently handled by the City 



 

 

and determine whether GWAC might want to advocate for more clarity and 
possibly for stricter guidelines on what is acceptable in the community. 

• Transportation: issues identified : 
! Rail transportation of hazardous goods through the community 
! Venables Greenway 
! Powell Street Overpass 
! Malkin connector 
! Proposal to narrow Commercial from First to Broadway 
! Bruce MacDonald: Wants GWAC to lobby for Improvements to Broadway 

&Commercial station, roof over bus lineups 
! Sustainable modes of transportation 

 
• Arts, Culture and Sports: 
! David Parent raised issues related to Strathcona Park 
! James Tyler-Irvine will share more info on the proposed Arts and Culture 

committee 
 

• Governance: 
! Revise 1994 Constitution and Bylaws 
! Decision making procedures 
! Membership definition 

 
• Communications and Outreach 
! Work with Ryan Fergie on website  
! Use email list to share community information 
! Strategies to expand the membership to underrepresented groups in the 

community 
! Postering ,website and social media to promote GWAC 

 
• City and Community Planning 
! Support the concept of a Citizens Assembly 
! Follow up on Venables Greenway and zoning for arts and culture zone 
! Alerts on GWAC website about pending development applications 
! Research into support for sawtooth sidewalk widths along Commercial 

 
Comments from people attending: 
Dan Freeman: announces plan for the Great Grandview Garage Sale on June 21st. 
Eileen Mosca to connect him with residents who have been running a similar community 
sale over the last 8 years. Email: greatgrandview@gmail.com 
Dan is involved with Britannia Planning &Development committee. 
Sees GWAC over the past year as reactive and divisive on some issues, wants to see it 
have a more positive voice.  
Suggests GWAC door to door membership drive,partner with other events in the 
community,mail outs or online messages to community 



 

 

Wants GWAC to support traffic calming between Clark and Commercial. Wants GWAC 
to lead intersection redesign. Craig Ollenberger suggests he gets neighbours together 
and come back to discuss with GWAC.  
 
Resident expresses concern about precedent set by Rize development at Main and 
Kingsway, City failing to listen to residents. Dorothy Barkley explains role of Coalition of 
Neighbourhoods which is working on this. Craig Ollenberger points out that city did 
listen to objections to tower at Commercial and Broadway. 
 
Resident cites Jak King's communications with City staff, asks whether new GWAC 
Council will also do this, have continuity with previous board.  Steve explained we are a 
new group, having first meeting, haven't formed positions yet. GWAC plans to clarify its 
governance model and mandate. 
 
Tom Durrie reported that there has been no movement from the City on the Citizens 
Assembly.  
 
Resident reported that the La Boheme condo is going up at Hastings and 
Woodland.There will be a NoFrills grocery store on the Canadian Tire site. 
 
Resident expresses concerns about Boffo development at Venables and Boffo's 
donations to the Kettle. Has heard city is going forward with this project.  
Ken Paquette, Kettle employee, states that this is not a Boffo development. The Kettle 
owns their property and is in a partnership with Boffo on this project. The City has not 
made any decision on the project at this point.  
 
Tom Durrie suggested Seniors Servces in the neighbourhood be explored by GWAC in 
light of closure by Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH)  of adult daycare program at the 
Lions Den. Seniors in Adanac Tower must take HandiDart to another centre. Britannia 
seniors budget has not been increased. VCH had funded Britannia and the Lions 
Society to run seniors program. Tom believes this closure is currently before the Labour 
Board.  
GWAC will write a letter to VCH requesting clarification on reduction of seniors services 
in  Grandview-Woodland . 
 
Resident stated that the W2 Society facility at Woodward’s has also been closed due to 
owing $85k in back rent. This was meant to be a community amenity contribution.  
 
Resident brought up confusion with Jak King’s GWACtivist site and gw-ac website. 
  GWAC is not connected to these sites, we have our own website.  
Resident suggested GWAC must have a blog presence, should put meeting agendas on 
website. GWAC needs to have an interactive presence.  Ryan Fergie will address this 
when he is back.  



 

 

Sarah Fiorito said she has been working with another group on the redesign of 
Commercial Drive with more facilities for bikes and pedestrians. 
 
GWAC's role on community issues was raised. Results from Victoria Park meeting were 
discussed. Solutions and follow up actions were posted to GWAC website. Eileen 
Mosca reported that as a result of the meeting the Community Policing Centre will be 
hosting a series of events in Victoria Park featuring kids games, bocce etc. when dates 
are confirmed they will be posted on GWAC’s website. Dorothy Barkley pointed out that 
at that meeting there seemed to be split between concern for community safety vs civil 
liberties. 
In cases like this GWAC will take no action if there is no broad community consensus. 
But some GWAC directors may work with groups of citizens on specific issues (such as 
container trucks on Nanaimo) with GWAC support as needed.  
 
Edwardian Village: Bruce MacDonald suggested GWAC support a proposal to 
designate the Commercial Drive Area as an Edwardian Village. We have a large 
number of Edwardian vintage buildings, 20 with the unique 'witch's hat conical tower 
roofs. He believes there should be provincial funding to restore the Edwardian character 
of these local buildings. 
 
The meeting concluded with the invitation to all present to communicate with GWAC at 
any time to share concerns or suggestions for topics GWAC can put on our agenda for 
future meetings. 
 


