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The meeting opened with an introduction to the new GWAC Board: 
Dorothy Barkley, President 
Zakir Suleman, Vice-President 
Petronella VanderValk, Treasurer 
Dana Cromie, Membership Secretary 
Jim Fraser & Kathleen Piovesan, Recording Secretaries 
Steve Bohus, Social Media 
Cindy Brenneis, Coalition of Vancouver Neighbourhoods Rep 
Craig Ollenberger, Chair of Transportation Committee 
David Carman & Bing Jensen, welcoming and sign in 
Len Paul, member at large 
 
The primary agenda for the evening was the budget shortfall and budget cuts currently being 
considered at the Vancouver School Board and the potential impact of school closures on the 
Grandview Woodland neighbourhood. 
 
In attendance representing the Vancouver School Board and the District Parents Advisory 
Council were:  

• VSB Chair Mike Lombardi and Vice Chair Janet Fraser  
• Penny Noble and Christopher Richardson, Trustees 
• Farah Shroff, Vice-Chair of the District Parent Advisory Council, and her son, Arman 

speaking about the impact of school closures from his perspective as a student 
 
Patti Bacchus, Allan Wong, and Joy Alexander also attended as audience members rather than 
speakers. 
 
Speakers: 
 
Mike Lombardi: 
 
The Vancouver School Board is on 3 big tracks until the end of June 2016: the Long Range 
Facilities Plan (LRFP), including 6 consultations sessions and an online survey (found at 
https://vsbengagement.wordpress.com/) to set facilities plans from now to 2030; the budget 
process, which will be finished by April 28th; and the strategic planning process, which will set 
goals and visions for the next 5 years.   
 
His presentation focused on the LRFP, which is designed to make sure that by 2030 all schools 
are seismically upgraded and safe.  The Ministry of Education provides funding for capital 
planning and operating costs.  These two pots of money cannot be comingled.  The Ministry has 
mandated that all schools operate at minimum 95% of capacity.   The VSB believes this 
requirement of 95% utilization has no education rationale.  So far, 23 schools have been 
seismically upgraded.  Five more schools are undergoing upgrades now.  And, one new building 
is being built in the International Village.  The VSB has decided that they will not sell public land 
to make up budget shortfalls as this is a shortsighted response and public assets must be 
retained for future public use.   
 



The Ministry is no longer funding portables, and the VSB cannot use schools for temporary 
accommodations during seismic upgrades unless the school is closed first.  Currently, the VSB 
plan involves potentially closing 8 schools for temporary accommodations for overflow from 
other schools.  The VSB is also contemplating closing 10 to 12 schools based on enrollments.  
In May, the VSB will be getting the report from the Superintendent and staff on the results of the 
consultation and survey. 

Take the online survey: https://vsbengagement.wordpress.com/ 
 
Janet Fraser: 
 
Presentation focused on the budget.  Of the operating budget provided by the Ministry of 
Education, 83% goes to instruction, 91% on salaries and benefits.  The current budget 
contemplates a $27 million shortfall.  By law, the VSB must balance its budget, otherwise the 
Province can dismiss the Board and appoint a single trustee to make all decisions.  Currently 
under consideration are cuts including: $7.15 million in administration (admin and support 
workers), $2.5 million in facilities changes (including a 25% cut in trades), and $17.25 million in 
education (meaning teachers will be laid off).   
 
Christopher Richardson: 
 
A long-range facilities plan is something they haven’t had before, but other districts have them.  
He notes that the School district has changed over time, but that there is a serious budget issue 
this year.  The district has facilities where it doesn’t have students, and students where it 
doesn’t have facilities. 

 
Farah Shroff: 
 
Public education throughout the world is not as high a priority as it is here.  Our system is public 
from kindergarten through university.  But, our system is under threat.  The budget cuts are 
harmful and children suffer.  We have a confluence of factors existing right now.  The public 
education, like the public health care system, is slowly being chipped away.  One enemy is the 
government of BC.  Our education system is being privatized.  They made a promise that by 
2020 all of our schools will be upgraded.  That promise has been broken by these budget cuts.  
Part of the thing with this plan is for the government to avoid paying the cost of seismically 
upgrading the schools.  The cuts are putting many programs and activities at risk, including 
those for vulnerable students.  Because of the way that the funding comes from Victoria to the 
districts, many programs for the most vulnerable will be hurt.  Contact your MLAs and tell them 
about your concern about the slow bleed in public education and privatization of education. 
 
Arman 
 
The BC Budget has a surplus, but they still want to cut schools.  They fund private schools, but 
these schools can charge high tuition. My school is under threat. 
 
Questions from the Audience: 
 
Q: What opportunities for efficiencies are there if we combine the school districts, for example 
sharing distance education programs? 
 



A (ML):  Over the past years, the VSB has had to cut $80 million out of our budget.  We have 
tried to minimize the cuts to educational services.  We have the lowest administrative costs of 
any school district in BC.  We also have the oldest building stock.  We work cooperatively with 
all the metro districts to buy supplies, have shared services, share HR services.   
 
Q: Can you explain the temporary accommodations process or the process for moving students 
from one school to another during upgrades to their original school? 
 
A (ML):  We thought initially that if we used the school for temporary accommodation during a 
seismic upgrade, we didn’t have to close it.  Now, after legal advice, we know that we have to 
close the school before using is for temporary accommodation of students from another school.  
The Ministry won’t fund us for portables, so it can be hard to accommodate students on the 
same site as the school being upgraded.  We could also do 2 shifts, like they do in Surrey.  We 
generally don’t prefer that option. 
  
Q: How much money goes to private schools and why? 
 
A (ML) If you add up the shortfall that exists for all school districts in the province it would be 
$300 million.  That’s the amount that the province gives to private schools.  There should be no 
public money going to private schools.  All the political parties currently support giving public 
money to private schools.  We have to change this. 
 
A (CR): In terms of private schools, those students need to be educated.  Independent schools 
can be essential for some students.  Some of them wouldn’t come into our school district.  
Parents make different choices for their kids.  There is no easy solution. 
 
Patti Bacchus:  We have a funding problem not a budget problem.  We fund education at a rate 
of about $1000 per student less than other provinces.  BC has the lowest funding in Canada.  
Ontario doesn’t fund private schools; some provinces do, but most don’t.  In 2011, we already 
had the highest ratio of teachers to students.   
 
Q: Why and when was it decided that you can go to any school, not just the ones in your 
district?   
 
A (ML): 40% of kids go to a school that is not their neighbourhood school.  This was the “Choice 
Act” brought in by Clark when she was Education Minister.   
 
A (PN):  On the flip side, we have the so-called choice programs, such as French Immersion.  
Parents really like the choice programs.   
 
Cindy Brenneis: As the system deteriorates, not all schools are the same.  Better programs are 
offered at some schools.  When the system is under stress, then people start to “game” the 
system to get the best outcome for their children.  And this is in an increasingly competitive 
environment for getting into university.  The antagonism between all the groups that run our 
education system is distressing.  The culture of antagonism brings us further away from a 
solution; I hold everyone on the Board responsible to maintain a high degree of respect working 
within the system. 
 
Q:  Is there a percentage or capacity that is acceptable to the VSB?  Do any schools not 
qualify?   
 



A (ML):  Right now, we’re considering 85% or maybe 90%.  We don’t believe that any 
percentage has an educational rationale, but this is a requirement of the province and we have 
to listen.  We would prefer to make all schools work. 
 
A (FS): The right size is related to class size and composition, which is also a contentious issue.  
What students are in the classes is also important.  And, the use of the classrooms is important.  
One of the reasons people leave the public system is because there is much less than 95% 
utilization in the private system and the ratio of teachers to students is better. 
 
A (CR): Enrollment has declined by 8000 students since 1998, when it was at the peak.  We’re 
funding empty rooms.   The 95% number is important. 
 
Q: How much money does the union collect?  
 
A (ML): I don’t know.  We have 5000 teachers and probably about $1000 per teacher. 
 
Q: One of the reasons people “flee” to private schools is for better teaching.  Could the VSB use 
better teaching methods to get better outcomes within the existing system. 

A (ML):  There are a variety of programs used and it is an evidence-based system. 

A (FS):  Disagrees that the teaching methods used in the public system aren’t good. 

Q:  I wish the VSB would take on the job of advertising all the choice programs available within 
all the schools to parents and students.  Selecting a school is difficult and not being aware of 
programs means overlooking some schools with great programs. 
 
A (ML): We have only one communications staff member at the VSB so it is difficult. 
 
A (FS): The Fraser Institute report gets too much emphasis.   

Q:  How will you account for the increase in population due to new community plans?  PACs 
can play a huge role in increasing the profile of their schools, but we need more information 
about how to do this.   
 
A (PN): The system we use to measure enrollment and project future enrollment is highly 
accurate.  We are doing our best to talk with the City of Vancouver.  But, CoV does not have a 
master plan.  We have to react to spot zoning with no lead time.  Large buildings pop up and we 
don’t have enough time to ensure facilities.   
 
Zakir Suleman: Speaking in my capacity as a recent Britannia grad.  Brit is a great school – 
good programs and great facilities – but terribly underpopulated.  There are great successes at 
Britannia.  But, friends in the regular stream saw their programs, like music and sports, cut.  
This led to less and less school spirit.  There was a divide between those in IB and those not.  
We need to talk about the non-success stories.  The students who do things in spite of school 
not because of school.  The catchment is diverse.  Keep the funding coming.   
 
Q:  Are annexes closing? 
 
A (ML): We have 15 annexes built in the 50s when population was exploding.  Some are closing 
as a result of attrition (McQuinna).  This will give us some leverage to get some revenue from 
leases. 



 
 
Steve Bohus:  In East Vancouver, what I’ve been hearing, is that we might bear the brunt of the 
cuts.  We see a trajectory from one year to the next of cuts.  What can we do to change this 
trajectory? 
 
A: Write and speak with your MLA, participate in the VSB process 
 
Q: What if you’re in the catchment, do you absolutely get into the school? 
 
A (ML):  There are no restrictions regarding catchments anywhere east of Main. 

In the final half hour of the meeting, other neighbourhood events and concerns were raised: 
 

• April 8th, Celebration of Life for Linda Hurst  
• April 10th, 11am, Pandora Park, The Grandview Heritage Group is sponsoring a walk in 

the industrial area. 
• May 7, noon to 6pm, Britannia Community Center, Stone Soup Festival 
• June 3rd, 3pm to 7pm, Lord Nelson School, Carnival Fundraiser for their seismic project 
• June 19th, Grandview Garden Tour AND Car Free Day 
• The Sunday movie night at the Al Mattison Lounge at Britannia will continue.  All are 

welcome.    
• Residents on Adanac are starting a bee corridor for Mason bees.  They will have 2 

events to build homes.  If you live between Commercial Drive and Vernon, you can be 
part of it.   

• Congratulations to Dorothy Barkley for doing an interview on CBC On the Coast this 
afternoon.   

• Follow the new GWAC account twitter (@GrandviewWAC) 
• A request from a resident that the GWAC Board formally approach Andrew Pask, the 

neighbourhood planner, to find out both the process for the Community Plan and request 
that a draft of the plan be presented to the community for consultation prior to 
presentation at Council.  Agreed by the GWAC Board that two members will draft and 
send the letter.   

 


